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THE  FOUR  CHIEF  OBJECTS  OF  INTEREST. 
EACH   SQUARE   MEASURES  OWE  MILE. 
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1.  Castle  and  Church. 
3.  Cambuskenneth  Abbey. 


2.  Wallace  Monument. 
4.  Field  of  Bannockburn. 
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STIRLING. 
Railway   Station   to  the   Castle. 

(  Cabs  from  the  Station  to  Castle  are  charged  2s.  6d.,  and  is.  for  every 
half-hour  kept). 

Visitors  having  arrived  in  Stirling,  the  first  and  greatest  attraction  is 
Stirling  Castle  (No.  i  in  map  of  the  Four  Chief  Objects  of  Interest).  By 
turning  to  bird's-eye  Plan,  tourists  will  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  their 
way  towards  the  Castle,  and  at  the  same  time  noticing  the  chief  streets 
and  buildings  of  this  historic  town. 

Leaving  the  Railway  Station,  you  pass  up  the  Station  Road,  crossing 
over  what  at  one  time  was  the  ground  of  the  Blackfriars  Monastery. 

At  the  head  of  Station  Road  stands  the  Free  North  Church  with 
spire,  and  the  Arcade,  which  leads  to  Arcade  Hall  and  King  Street. 

Turning  to  the  left,  along  Murray  Place,  you  pass  the  Baptist  Chapel 
and  the  North  Established  Church.  A  little  further  along  King  Street 
is  reached.  The  corner  building  on  the  right  is  the  British  Linen  Co.'s 
Bank,  formerly  Drummond's  Tract  Depot.  From  the  foot  of  King 
Street  the  tramway  cars  start  for  Bridge  of  Allan  and  Wallace 
Monument.  At  the  top  of  King  Street  stands  the  Burgh  Buildings, 
with  a  fine  statue  of  Sir  William  Wallace  surmounting  the  entrance. 

Continue  your  walk  straight  up  either  of  the  streets,  Baker  Street  or 
Spittal  Street,  which  go  right  and  left  of  the  Burgh  Buildings.  There  is 
a  walk  through  the  trees  called  the  Back  Walk,  which  runs  parallel  with 
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these  two  streets,   and  comes  out  at  Stirling  Castle.      This  can  be 
entered  to  the  left  of  Burgh  Buildings  by  the  Corn-Exchange. 

Passing  up  Spittal  Street  the  Royal  Infirmary  and  High  School  are 
passed.     At  the  High  School  you  can  again  join  the  Back  Walk  or 


Town  House  and  Mercate  Cross. 


Baker  Street.  Continuing  straight  up  St.  John  Street,  you  pass  the 
Military  Prison  on  the  left,  while  to  the  right  you  get  a  good  view  of 
Broad  Street,  at  one  time  the  most  important  street  of  the  town. 
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There  are  a  number  of  quaint  old  buildings  in  Broad  Street.  Nursery 
of  James  VI.,  Darnley's  House,  is  situated  near  the  bottom.  The 
Old  Town  House,  built  in  1701,  and  the  Cross,  restored  1891,  stand 
near  the  top.  The  building  in  ruins  at  the  top  of  street  is  Mar's  Work, 
built  by  the  Earl  of  Mar,  the  stones  being  taken  from  Cambuskenneth 
Abbey  when  it  was  demolished.  (See  Cambuskenneth  Abbey).  The 
royal  arms  of  Scotland  and  the  arms  of  the  Earl  adorn  the  walls.  The 
following  singular  inscription  will  also  be  observed : — 


to  mm  a  star©  on  owm  mrm 

MYFAVLTiS  MOM  SVBISCTARTO  SOW, 


m%  ®M  TM4SLVSIWC 
mm  6EM1U  IT©  G8FTHABR  SYSING. 


gSSPT-  Sim*  FVRTK*ANl>  "SSPAik*Ki0?I3T 
CONSID9)R*V£9&,  •  8  •  CA  8  R«NOTHT. 

Entering  Castle  Wynd,  on  the  right  is  Argyll  House,  a  fine  old  mansion 
of  the  sixteenth  century.  It  was  built  by  the  celebrated  poet  and  states- 
man, Sir  William  Alexander,  created  Earl  of  Stirling  by  Charles  I.,  but 
passed  into  the  family  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  and  is  now  used  as  a  Military 
Hospital.  Passing  on  and  up,  the  Castle  is  soon  reached — or,  better, 
the  way  may  be  taken  by  the  old  church  and  cemetery.  Retracing 
your  steps  past  the  fine  end  window,  enter  by  the  gate,  from  which  the 
(Full  account  in  6d.   Guide.) 

High  Church  and  Guild   Hall 

can  be  seen  as  in  the  drawing  in  the  Guide  Book.  A  charge  of  2d.  is  made 
for  admission  into  the  church.  This  grand  old  historical  building,  The 
High  Church  (also  called  the  Greyfriars),  or  East  and  West  Churches, 
dates  from  the  fourteenth  century.  James  VI.  was  crowned  here  in 
1567,  the  celebrated  reformer  Knox  preaching  on  the  occasion;  the 
Royal  infant  being  only  13  months  and  10  days  old.  In  very  old 
documents  the  West  Church  is  called  "The  Church  of  the  Holy  Cross," 
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and  in  a  deed  of  Cowane's — 1637 — "The  Rude  Kirk."     In  old  deeds 
— 1372  to  1506 — it  is  recorded  that  in  the  nave  of  the  church  there 
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Cowane's  Hospital,  or  Guild  Hall. 

were  many  altars,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Cross,  St.  Laurence,  Our 
Ladie,  St.  John,  St.  Thomas,  St.  Ninian,  &c,  &c.  One  of  the  small 
chapels  is  called  Queen  Margaret's,  after  the  Tudor  princess  married  to 
James  IV*.  in  1503.  On  the  arch  will  be  seen  the  English  rose  and  the 
Scottish  thistle. 

The   Guild    Hall,    or    Cowane's    Hospital,    is   to   the   left,    and    is 
free   to   visitors.     This   antique   old    building   is   one    of    the    many 


John  Cowane's  Chest. 


places  of  interest  in  Stirling.  Its  quaint  style  of  architecture, 
enriched  with  Scripture  texts,  and  bearing  date  1639,  coupled  with  the 
charitable   intentions  of  the  founder,  give  it  a  deep  interest  to  the 
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philanthropist  and  the  antiquarian.  It  is  one  of  the  most  important  of 
the  charitable  institutions  in  Stirling,  and  was  founded  by  John  Cowane, 
merchant  in  Stirling,  who  was  Dean  of  Guild  from  1624  to  1629,  and 
whose  statue  is  over  the  doorway.  He  bequeathed  40,000  merks  Scots, 
or  ^2222  sterling,  to  endow  an  hospital.  The  money,  fortunately,  was 
invested  in  lands,  and  now  realises  about  ^4000  annually.  The 
intention  of  Cowane  was  that  twelve  old  men,  decayed  members  of  the 
Guildry,  should  reside  in  the  building.  This,  however,  was  given  up, 
and  now  decayed  members  of  the  Guildry  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
receive  pensions.  By  the  recent  decision  of  the  Commissioners  under  the 
Endowed  Institutions  (Scotland)  Act,  the  half  of  the  annual  income  is 
now  devoted  to  educational  purposes  in  Stirling.  The  following 
inscription  is  over  the  entrance : — This  Hospital  was  largely  provyded 
by  John  Cowane  Deane  of  Gild  for  the  Entertainment  of  Decayed  Gild 
Breither.  , 

John        Cowane. 
39 

I  WAS   HVNGRIE  AND   YE   GAVE   ME   MEATE 

I    WAS   THIRSTIE   AND   YE   GAVE   ME   DRINKE 

I    WAS  A   STRANGER  AND   YE   TOOK    ME   IN 

NAKED   AND   YE   CLOTHED    ME 

I   WAS   SICKE   AND'  YE  VISITED   ME  Matt.    XXV.    35. 

A  large  number  of  interesting  articles  are  to  be  seen  in  the  hall — John 
Cowane's  carved  oak  Chest,  John  Cowane's  Kettle,  Knox's  Pulpit. 


The  Guildry  Arms. 
John  Cowane's  Kettle. 

The  interesting  relic  (John  Cowane's  Kettle)  is  made  of  the  finest 
copper.  It  was  presented  to  the  Guildry  by  the  Misses  Forrester  of 
Craigannet,  and  had  been  in  their  family  for  generations. 

The  Guildry  Arms  looks  like  the  figure  4  reversed,  which  may 
signify  that  Stirling  is  one  of  the  four  royal  burghs. 
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The  Cemetery,  Ladies'  Rock,  Martyrs' 

Monument. 

Passing  up  the  steps  at  tower  of  church,  cross  over  in  the  direction  of 
the  highest  point  in  the  Cemetery,  the  Ladies'  Rock,  and  at  its  base  will 
be    seen   a   great   attraction   for  visitors,    the   beautiful   work  of  art, 


The  Virgin  Martyrs. 


The  Virgin  Martyrs,  a  marble  group  covered  with  glass.  The 
statue  was  erected  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  "two  simple  maidens 
who  could  suffer — nay,  die — for  their  faith."  History  records  that  on 
the  nth  May,  1685,  Margaret  Maclachlan  and  Margaret  Wilson,  the 
latter  only  18  years,  suffered  death  by  drowning  in  the  Solway  during 
the  time  of  the  persecution,  being  tied  to  stakes  and  drowned  by  the 
rising  of  the  tide.  The  following  inscription  on  the  marble  will  be  read 
with  interest : — 
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MARGARET, 

Virgin  Martyr  of  the  Ocean  Wave,  witli  her  like-minded  sister, 

AGNES. 

Love  many  waters  cannot  quench — God  saves 
His  chaste  impearled  one  in  Covenant  true. 
O  Scotia's  daughters  !  earnest  scan  the  page, 
And  prize  this  flower  of  grace,  blood-bought  for  you. 
Psalm  ix. — xix. 

Ascending  to  the  top  of  the  Ladies'  Rock,  towards  the  west  a  very  fine 
view  can  be  had  of  the  hills,  Ben  Lomond,  Ben  Ledi,  Ben  Vorlich ;  and 
below,  towards  the  south,  the  King's  Knot  and  Royal  Gardens,  King's 
Park,  and,  in  the  distance,  the  Flagstaff  on  the  Field  of  Bannockburn. 
An  indicator  or  chart  has  been  erected  on  the  Ladies'  Rock  from  which 
tourists  can  learn  the  names  of  many  other  objects  of  interest. 
(Copies  printed  on  drawing  paper,  1/  each,  can  be  had  from  the  publish- 
ers of  this  Guide).  Looking  from  the  Ladies'  Rock,  a  gate  close  at 
hand  will  be  seen  leading  out  of  Cemetery  to  the  Back  Walk,  along 
which,  should  time  permit,  some  fine  views  are  to  be  seen.  Turning 
to  the  right,  is  a  flight  of  steps  leading  to  the  Esplanade  in  front  of 
of  the  Castle.  To  the  right  of  Castle  entrance  is  the  Statue  of  King 
Robert  Bruce.  Bruce  looks  to  the  field  of  Bannockburn,  is  clad  in 
mail,  and  appears  sheathing  his  sword,  as  if  the  victory  were  won  and 
Scotland  free.  The  Scottish  shield  and  lion  are  on  the  front  of  the 
pedestal,  and  on  the  west  side,  "  King  Robert  the  Bruce,  June  24, 
1314,"  the  date  of  the  Battle  of  Bannockburn — unveiled  24th  November, 
1877.  The  view  from  the  Esplanade  is  very  grand.  The  winding 
Forth  and  bridges  lie  below,  and  across  the  valley,  the  Abbey  Craig, 
Wallace  Monument,  and  the  Ochils  forming  a  noble  background. 

Stirling  Castle 

Open  free  from  sunrise  to  sunset ;   on  Sundays,  from    I   to   2  and  4  to  6  o'clock. 

(See  Plan,  page  10.) 

This  fine  old  Castle  is  identified  with  the  greatest  events  of  Scottish 
history.  A  castle,  or  fort,  existed  here  from  pre-historic  times.  It  was 
the  royal  residence  of  the  Scottish  Kings,  and  the  favourite  home  of 
the  Stuart  line.  Being  the  *Key  to  the  Highlands,  it  stands  amidst  the 
great  battlefields  of  Scotland.  You  enter  the  Castle  by  the  drawbridge, 
passing  over  which  you  continue  your  way  through  the  more  modern 
outworks  of  Stirling  Castle.      Turning  to  your  left  before  entering  the 

*See  Old  Bridge. 

GUIDES  are  appointed  to  conduct   Visitors  through  the  Castle  at  the  following  rates: — 
One  Visitor,  6d. ;  two  Visitors,  1/;  three  or  a  patty,  1/6. 
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old  gateway,  you  arrive  at  the  top  of  Queen  Anne's  Battery,  from  which 
a  fine  view  of  the  Valley  of  the  Forth  towards  the  east  is  obtained,  and 
looking  towards  the  Castle  in  front  is  the  old  gateway,  on  the  left  the 
Palace,  and  on  the  right  the  Parliament  House.  (The  view  here  given 
shows  the  towers  as  they  stood  in  the  time  of  James  V.  and  before  the 
siege  of  Stirling  Castle  by  General  Monk  in  1651.)  Proceeding  under 
the  flagstaff,  you  enter  the  Lower  Square  of  the  Castle.     On  the  left  hand 


-~f  -^SUTlmq  CastU   mOtt  time    o$  James  V""~"i>r 


is  the  Palace,  built  by  James  V.  This  building  is  enriched  with  grotesque 
sculptured  figures  in  the  French  style  of  the  period  (see  page  9).  In  the 
left-hand  corner  a  covered  way  leads  to  the  Lions'  Den  and  Ladies' 
Look-out  Battery,  and  overlooks  the  wildest  and  most  precipitous  part  of 
the  rock  on  which  the  Castle  is  built.  James  VI.  was  educated  by 
Buchanan  in  the  square  tower  to  the  left.  Beneath  an  archway 
which  connects  the  Palace  with  the  Parliament  House  you  enter  the' 
Upper  Square,  where  the  same  singular  decorations  will  be  observed  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Palace.  On  the  right  hand  is  the  Parliament  House, 
erected  by  James  III.  The  last  Parliament  held  in  Scotland  opened  its 
sittings  here.  This  fine  building  is  now  used  for  barracks,  and  the 
alterations  made  at  various  times  have  greatly  « bscured  its  original 
grandeur.  Facing  the  Palace  is  the  Chapel  Royal  (waiting-room  for 
visitors),  built  by  James  VI.  for  the  baptism  of  his  son,  Prince  Henry, 
the  former  and  more  ornate  Chapel  Royal  on  the  same  site  having  been 
damaged  at  the  Reformation.  A  vault  or  chapel  has  recently  been 
opened  below  the  present  Chapel.  The  new  building  in  the  north-west 
corner  is  the  restored  portion  of  the  Castle,  destroyed  by  fire  in  1855, 
and  contains  the  officers'  quarters  and  the  celebrated  Douglas  Room — 
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access  to  which  is  obtained  by  the  doorway  at  the  end  of  the  Chapel. 
On  entering  the  flower  garden,  a  flight  of  steps  on  the  left  hand  leads 
to  the  Douglas  Room.  The  room,  and  the  closet  where  James  II. 
stabbed  the  Earl  of  Douglas  in  1452,  are  shown  to  visitors,  and  contain 
many  interesting  antiquarian  articles. 

"  Ye  towers,  within  whose  circuit  dread 
A  Douglas  by  his  Sovereign  bled." 

— Lady  of  the  Lake. 

Ascending  a  flight  of  steps  to  the  Ramparts,  magnificent  views  are 
obtained.  Underneath  the  walls  are  the  Powder  Magazines.  The 
grassy  knolls  immediately  beyond  are  the  Gowling  or  Gowan  or  Heading 
Hills.     The  Heading  Hill  was  the  place  of  execution  from  a  very  early 

( For  full  account,  see  6d.   Guide.) 


Plan  of  Stirling  Castle. 

period,  and  in  1425,  in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  the  Duke  of  Albany,  with 
his  two  sons  and  his  father-in-law,  the  Earl  of  Lennox,  an  old  man  in 
his  eightieth  year,  fell  beneath  the  headsman's  axe.     Beneath  lie  the 
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Bridges  of  Stirling,  and,  like  a  sentinel  keeping  watch  and  ward  over  the 
valley,  is  the  Wallace  Monument  on  the  Abbey  Craig.  The  crescent- 
shaped  fashionable  watering-place,  Bridge  of  Allan,  forms  a  beautiful 
picture,  while  to  the  far  west  the  noble  Grampians  shut  in  the 
view.  The  look-out  to  the  west  is  called  the  Victoria  View,  and  an 
inscription  is  placed  on  the  wall  to  commemorate  the  visit  made  by 
Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  and  the  Prince 
Consort  in  1842  At  the  end  of  the  walk,  an  aperture  in  the  wall  is 
called  the  Queen  Mary  Look-out,  where  the  beautiful  but  unfortunate 
Mary  Stuart  viewed  the  sports  in  the  park  when  a  resident  in  Stirling 
Castle.  Hours  might  be  spent  in  the  Castle  admiring  the  views  from 
the  various  batteries — north,  south,  east,  and  west. 

(For  Plan  of  Hills,  with  names,  see  6d.   Guide. ) 

Position  and  Scenery  as  described  by  MacCulloch. 

"  But  it  is  not  Stirling  of  which  I  need  to  speak,  the  glory  of 
Scotland ;  for  who  does  not  know  its  noble  rock,  rising  the 
monarch    of  the    landscape,    its    majestic    and    picturesque    towers, 


Sen  Ltcti. 


8en.m 


■^C'. 


■4m  \ 


STIRLING      CASTLE 


its  amphitheatre  of  mountain,  and  the  windings  of  its  marvellous 
river ;  and  who  that  has  once  seen  the  sun  descending  here  in 
all  the  blaze  of  its  beauty  beyond  the  purple  hills  of  the  west, 
can  ever  forget  the  plain  of  Stirling,  the  endless  charm  of  this  wonderful 
scene,  the  wealth,  the  splendour,  the  variety,  the  majesty  of  all  which 
here  lies  between  earth  and  heaven  !" 


To  the  Old  Bridge  and  Wallace  Monument 

(No.  2  on  Map). 

At  the  foot  of  Broad  Street,  to  the  right  the  Bow  leads  by  Baker 
Street  to  King  Street,  where  cars  can  be  had  for  the  Abbey  Craig ;  to 
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the  left  the  narrow  St.  Mary's  Wynd  leads  to  the  Old  Bridge,  passing  on 
the  left  Queen  Mary's  Palace,  in  ruins,  and  other  old- fashioned  gables. 
The  Old  Bridge  is  the  most  interesting  in  Scotland,  from  its  age, 
historical  associations,  and  also  its  beauty.  Cross  over  the  Bridge  and 
turn  a  few  yards  to  the  right,  and  the  tramway  car  frequently  passes  to 
the  Wallace  Monument  and  Bridge  of  Allan,  or  back  to  Stirling.     To 


The  Old  Bridge  of  Stirling. 


walk  back  to  King  Street  takes  fully  10  minutes,  and  to  Causewayhead, 
the  stopping-place  for  the  Monument,  15  minutes.  Arriving  at  Cause- 
wayhead, you  walk  through  the  village  of  Causewayhead,  and  by  a 
gradual  ascent  arrive  at  the  National  Wallace  Monument. 


Wallace  Monument  and  Abbey  Craig  from  Stirling. 
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THE  WALLACE  MONUMENT. 

Admission  Twopence. 

This  noble  tower  was  erected  to  the  honour  of  Sir  William  Wallace, 
on  the  Abbey  Craig,  a  wooded  height  about  two  miles  from  Stirling. 
The  Craig  is  free  to  the  public,  and  is  a  favourite  picnicing  ground. 
There  could  not  be  a  more  enjoyable  place  for  spending  a  day.  It  is 
laid  out  with  walks,  and  is  a  favourite  resort  of  tourists,  the  views  from 
every  point  being  quite  enchanting. 

The  foundation-stone  of  the  Wallace  Monument  was  laid  on  the  24th 
of  June,  1 86 1  (the  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Bannockburn),  by  the 
Duke  of  Athole,  with  great  ceremony,  and  the  Monument  was  completed 
in   1869.     It  is  220  feet  in  height,   the  number   of  steps  being  246. 

The  Abbey  Craig  was  the  position  occupied  by  Wallace  and  his  army 
immediately  before  the  Battle  of  Stirling  Bridge,  while  the  heights  of 
Stirling  were  held  by  the  English.  The  site  of  the  battle  was  in  the 
plain  immediately  in  front. 

Wallace  Statue. 

Above  the  doorway  will  be  seen  an  imposing  Bronze  Statue  of  Sir 
William  Wallace  (Scotland's  hero).  It  measures  13  feet  in  height,  and 
the  sword  in  his  hand  is  7  feet.  The  statue  weighs  2  tons  15  cwts.,  cost 
^875,  and  is  from  the  studio  of  D.  W.  Stevenson,  R.S.A  ,  Edinburgh; 
unveiled  by  Lord  Bute,  25th  June,  1887. 

In  the  Entrance  Hall  facing  the  door  there  stands  a  marble  Bust  of 
Rev.  Charles  Rogers,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

The  First  Hall 

is  a  reception  room  for  visitors,  where  tea,  coffee,  temperance  refresh- 
ments, &c,  can  be  had. 

The  Second  Hall 

i 

is  decorated  with  ancient  armour,  and  has  beautiful  stained  glass 
windows  representing  the  arms  of  Scotland,  of  Great  Britain,  of  the 
Wallace  family,  and  of  the  town  of  Stirling. 

The  Third   Hall 

contains  the  most  interesting  relic — the  Wallace  Sword,  which  measures 
5  feet  6£  inches  in  length,  and  is  2^  inches  broad  at  the  top,  narrowing 
to  I  inch  at  the  point.     The  Sword  was  taken  from  Wallace  on  5  th 
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August,  1305,  when  he  was  betrayed  and  captured  while  he  slept  at 
Robroyston,  and  it  remained  in  Dumbarton  Castle  till  transferred  to 
Stirling  in  1888. 

This  Hall  is  called  the  Hall  of  Heroes,  and  contains  marble  busts  of 
the  following  eminent  Scotsmen.     The  first  on  the  left  is 


1.  Thomas  Carlyle, 

1795 — 1881. 

2.  Sir  Walter  Scott, 

1771— 1832. 

3.  William  Murdoch, 

1754—1839. 

4.  James  Watt, 

1736— 1819. 
5    John  Knox, 

IS°S— ]572- 

6.  David  Livingstone, 

1813— 1873. 

7.  Robert  Tannahill, 

1774 — 1810. 


8.  Robert  Burns, 

1759— J796- 

9.  Adam  Smith, 

i723 — 179°- 
10  Thomas  Chalmers, 

1780 — 1847. 
11.  George  Buchanan, 

1506 — T582- 

12    Hugh  Miller, 
1802—1856. 
13.  King  Robert  the  Bruce, 

1274— 1329- 
Sir  David  Brewster, 
1781— 1868. 


The  four  windows  in  this  hall  represent  Sir  William  Wallace  as  he 
fought  at  Stirling  Bridge,  King  Robert  the  Bruce,  a  Scottish  spearman, 
and  a  Scottish  archer,  as  they  fought  at  Bannockburn. 

The  Fourth  Hall  is  to  be  the  Royal  Chamber. 


View  from  the  Tower. 

From  the  Tower  may  be  seen  the  Links  of  the  Forth,  extending  as 
far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  and  the  picturesque  valley  of  Monteith,  with 
the  distant  Grampians  and  their  prominent  peaks,  Ben  Lomond  and  Ben 
Ledi,  Ben  More,  and  mountains  in  the  far  distance,  forming  a  panorama 
of  unsurpassed  grandeur. 

The  site  of  many  battles  can  be  seen  from  the  Craig,  the  principal 
being : — 

1. — Cambuskenneth,  843,  in  reign  of  Kenneth  II.,  between  Scots 

and  the  Picts. 
2. — Stirling  Bridge,  between  Sir  William  Wallace  and  the  English 

army,  commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Surrey,  1297. 
3. — Bannockburn,  June  24th,  1314. 
4. — Sauchie  Burn  (James  III.  cruelly  killed),  1488. 
5. — Sheriffmuir,  17 15  (Rebellion). 

6. — In  the  distance  Falkirk,  1298,  between  Wallace  and  the  English. 
7. —  ,,  Falkirk  (Rebellion)  1746. 


Shearer's  Guide  to  Stirling  and  Neighbourhood.  17 


Looking  up  the  valley  of  the  Forth,  with  Stirling  on  your  left,  just  at 
hand  on  the  right  will  be  seen  the  beautiful  grounds  and  Castle  of 
Airthrey,  a  little  time  ago  the  seat  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Abercromby, 
a  descendant  of  the  hero  of  Alexandria  and  Aboukir. 

The  rivers  Forth  and  Teith  are  seen  shining  like  silver  in  the  level 
Carse.  Bridge  of  Allan  lies  facing  the  sunny  south,  and  is  sheltered  by 
finely  wooded  hills  from  the  northern  blasts ;  and  the  far  west  is  closed 
in  by  the  Grampian  mountains.  The  sun  setting  beyond  the  lofty  Ben 
Lomond  on  a  summer  evening,  the  mountains  tinted  with  heath,  and  the 
horizon  a  mass  of  liquid  fire,  is  a  sight  to  be  remembered.  As  the 
poet  writes — 

"Can  the  painter's  mimic  skill 
Copy  the  refulgent  dye  1 " 

Away  in  the  background  are  the  heights  of  Sheriffmuir.  To  the  east 
is  the  Ochil  range  of  hills,  prominent  among  them  being  Demyat  and 
Ben  Cleuch.  At  their  base  are  the  villages  of  Blairlogie,  Menstrie, 
Alva,  Tillicoultry,  and  Dollar.  In  a  southward  direction  the  town  of 
Alloa  can  be  seen,  and  the  Forth  can  be  traced  as  far  as  Queensferry. 

The  links  of  the  Forth  are  always  a  source  of  amusement  to  tourists, 
and  many  a  game  is  played  to  see  who  can  follow  the  endless  windings. 
The  visitors  can  either  return  by  car  to  Stirling,  or,  by  taking  a  walk  of 
i^  miles,  can  reach  the  ancient  Tower  of  Cambuskenneth. 

From   Wallace  Monument  to  Cambuskenneth 
and    Stirling. 

Leaving  the  Momument,  take  the  walk  to  the  east,  through  the  wood 
skirting  the  face  of  the  Craig,  and  you  will  arrive,  in  about  ten  minutes, 
on  the  Alloa  road.  Turn  backwards  along  the  public  road,  in  the 
direction  of  the  Wallace  Monument,  take  the  railway  crossing,  which 
will  be  seen  at  a  short  distance  on  the  left,  cross  the  line,  pass  the 
crossing-keeper's  house  and  a  farm,  and  about  half  a  mile  further  on 
Cambuskenneth  Abbey  will  be  reached.  By  crossing  the  }4d.  ferry 
at  Cambuskenneth,  Stirling  can  be  reached  in  half  an  hour. 
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CAMBUSKENNETH    ABBEY. 

(No.  3  on  Map). 

To  reach  the  Abbey  from  Stirling,  pass  along  Murray  Place  at  Railway 
Station,  turn  down  Forth  Place,  as  you  leave  the  Post  Office,  going  by  way 
of  the  new  high-level  crossing  down  Forth  Place,  passing  the  steamboat 
quay,  and,  by  crossing  the  ferry,  arrive  at  Cambuskenneth  Abbey  in 
half-an-hour. 

The  Abbey  and  lands  are  favourite  resorts  of  tourists  and  townspeople 
during  the  fruit  season,  the  orchards  still  existing  in  the  Abbey  grounds. 
The  tower  is  the  only  remaining  portion  of  this  magnificent  monastery, 
which  extended  over  a  large  area  of  ground.  The  foundations  of  the 
nave,  transept,  chancel,  and  other  buildings  can  be  traced  out  in  the 


Cambuskenneth  Abbey  and  Tomb  of  James  III. 

direction  of  the  dove-cot,  a  small  part  of  which  still  stands  by  the  side  of 
the  Forth.  The  fine  old  doorway  opposite  the  entrance  to  the  tower, 
now  used  as  the  entrance  to  the  churchyard,  was  one  of  the  doorways 
entering  to  the  nave. 

The  Trustees  of  Cowane's  Hospital  (Stirling)  purchased  the  Abbey 
and  land  in  1709  from  Sir  John  Erskine  of  Cambuskenneth  and  Alva, 
to  whose  family  they  had  belonged  since  the  Reformation.  There  were 
29  abbots  appointed  from  the  year  1147  to  1640.  The  28th  was  Adam 
Erskine;  and  29th,  the  Honourable  Alex.  Erskine  (soldier,  son  of 
John,  Earl  of  Mar),  from  1608  to  1640.     It  had  become  a  gift  to  this 
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family  by  Royal  favour,  and  John,  Earl  of  Mar  in  1593,  is  mentioned 
as  owner.  At  the  time  of  the  Reformation  (1559),  when  Mary  of  Guise 
(Queen  Mary's  mother)  was  Regent  in  Stirling  Castle,  the  Abbey  was 
sacked  by  some  Reforming  rioters  from  Perth,  and  the  stones  have 
been  carried  off  for  building  purposes. 


( For  full  account,  see  6d.   Guide.) 


Plan  of  Cambuskenneth  Abbey.    A,  Tomb  of  James  III.  and  his  Queen.] 

The  Abbey  was  one  of  the  numerous  buildings  founded  by  David  I. 
(1147)  ("The  Sore  Saint "),  and  was  for  the  monks  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Augustine,  and  appropriated  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  It  had  many  royal 
charters  from  other  monarchs,  under  the  name  of  Church  of  St.  Mary  of 
Stirling.  Early  Scottish  Parliaments  often  met  in  the  Abbey,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  know  Robert  the  Bruce  has  been  within  these  walls,  and 
granted  charters  in  favour  of  the  Abbey.  The  lands  and  possessions 
were  not  confined  to  the  neighbourhood  only. 

The  Tower  is  open  to  visitors  on  payment  of  twopence.  The 
height  is  about  70  feet,  and  the  view  from  the  top  is  well  worth  the 
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ascent.  Near  the  High  Altar,  the  remains  of  James  III.,  who  fell  at  the 
Battle  of  Sauchie  Burn,  and  his  Queen  were  interred ;  and  in  1865  Her 
Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  caused  a  beautiful  tomb  to  be 
erected  on  the  spot,  bearing  this  inscription : — 

"  In  this  place,  near  the  High  Altar  of  the  Abbey  of  Cambuskenneth,  are  deposited 
the  remains  of  James  III.,  King  of  Scots,  who  died  on  the  nth  June,  1488  ;  and  of  his 
Queen,  the  Princess  Margaret  of  Denmark." 


BANNOCKBURN 

(See  No.  4  on  Map). 

Starting  from  King  Street,  walk  out  by  Port  Street  and  Pitt 
Terrace,  passing  Randolph  Field  and  St.  Ninians  on  the  way  to  the 
Field  of  Bannockburn  (which  is  not  at  the  village  of  that  name,  but  a 
little  to  the  right  after  passing  St.  Ninians).  'Buses  from  Murray  Place 
twice  in  forenoon  and  afternoon. 

The  Field  of  Bannockburn,  the  scene  of  the  ever-memorable  battle, 
fought  on  the  24th  June,  1314,  between  the  English  army,  100,000 
strong,  under  Edward  II.,  and  the  Scots,  numbering  30,000,  under 
Robert  Bruce,  is  about  2  miles  from  Stir'ing.  Never  before  had  a  more 
numerous  or  powerful  force  been  led  against  Scotland,  the  enemy's 
cavalry  alone  being  as  numerous  as  the  entire  Scottish  army.  Bruce 
gained  a  glorious  victory,  of  which  the  Scottish  nation  may  well  be 
proud.  "  We  Scottish  folk  could  wish  the  memory  of  it  to  go  down  to 
distant  generations,  because  to  us  it  seems  very  clear  that  had  Bannock- 
burn gone  foul  for  Scotland,  our  whole  history,  national  character, 
Church,  and  all  that  is  peculiar  to  us  as  Scotsmen,  had  been  shaped  far 
otherwise." 

On  the  second  last  page  of  this  Guide-Book  will  be  seen  a  sketch  from 
the  Field  of  Bannockburn  looking  towards  Stirling.      In  the  Borestone 


Borestone. 


Bruce   planted   his  standard,  being  the  centre  of  the  Scottish  army ; 
in  front,  across  the  Bannock  Burn,  lay  the  English,  and  in  the  plain 
immediately  beyond  the  Borestone  the  battle  was  waged. 
(For  Plan  of  Battlefield,  see  6d.   Guide.) 
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Battle  of  Sauchie  Burn. 

About  a  mile  and  a  half  further  on  the  Battle  of  Sauchie  Burn  was 
fought  in  1488,  between  James  III.  and  his  nobility.  The  eldest  son  of 
the  King  fought  in  the  army  against  his  father.  The  Royal  forces  were 
defeated.  The  King,  when  fleeing  from  the  battlefield,  was  thrown  from 
his  horse  and  was  carried  into  Beaton's  Mill  at  Milton,  where  he  was 
treacherously  stabbed,  in  the  35th  year  of  his  age  and  28th  of  his  reign. 
His  remains  were  buried  at  Cambuskenneth  Abbey.     (See  Abbey.) 


Beaton's  Mill.— James  III.   Killed. 

By  turning  to  first  map  in  Guide-Book,  visitors  will  see  Beaton's  Mill 
is  only  a  few  minutes'  walk  from  the  Borestone.  The  house  is  now 
occupied. 

Stirling:  to  Bridge  of  Allan. 

If  the  tourist  has  two  hours  to  spare,  a  run  on  the  car  to  Bridge  of 
Allan  and  back  is  very  enjoyable,  passing  the  Wallace  Monument. 
Cars  take  half  an  hour  each  way. 

Bridge  of  Allan  is  three  miles  from  Stirling,  and  two  miles  from 
Causewayhead  and  Abbey  Craig.  It  is  called  the  Queen  of  Scottish 
watering-places,  being  famous  for  its  mineral  springs,  beautiful  situation, 
and  as  a  health-giving  resort.  The  walks  on  the  banks  of  the  Allan 
water  are  also  very  fine.  It  possesses  a  large  Hydropathic 
institution  and  first-class  Hotels,  and  the  lodging  accommodation  is  of 
a  superior  description,  suitable  for  all  parties  who  may  frequent  this 
favourite  spa.  It  is  visited  by  thousands  annually  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  Bridge  of  Allan  Public  Hall,  Assembly  Rooms,  Museum 
and  Picture  Gallery,  is  well  worth  a  visit.  It  is  situated  at  the  east  end 
of  the  village  at  Coneyhill  on  the  tramway  route. 

Near  Bridge  of  Allan  are  situated  the  following  beautiful  estates : — 
Westerton ;  Airthrey,  Donald  Graham,  Esq.,  CLE.  (the  greater 
part  of  the  feus  are  taken  from  these  two  estates) ;  Keir,  Archd. 
Stirling,  Esq. ;  Kippenross,  P.  Stirling,  Esq.  These  gentlemen  kindly 
allow  their  policies  to  be  open  to  visitors,  viz,  : — Airthrey,  on  Thursday; 
Keir,  on  Friday,  2  till  6  p.m. ;  Kippenross,  Wednesday  and  Saturday, 
from  10  ajn.  till  5  p.m. 

Bridge  of  Allan  is  most  suitable  as  a  residence  for  visiting  the  many 
places  of  interest  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  is  distant  from  Stirling,  3 
miles;  Dunblane,  3  miles;  Doune,  5  miles;  Callander,  13  miles; 
Bannockbum,  5  miles ;  Abbey  Craig,  2  miles ;  and  Roman  Camp 
(Ardoch),  8  miles;  nearly  all  of  which  can  be  reached  by  railway. 
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How  to  Spend  a  Few  Hours  on  a  Wet  Day. 

From  the  Station,  King  Street,  or  Stirling  Castle,  you  can  proceed  by 
the  Back  VValk  to  the  Smith  Institute,  situated  at  the  west  end  of 
Albert  Place,  in  about  ten  minutes.     Admission  2d. 

It  contains  a  Picture  Gallery,  Museum,  and  Reading-Room.  It  was 
founded  by  the  late  Thomas  Smith,  Esq.  of  Glassingall,  who  bequeathed 
the  sum  of  ,£22,000  for  the  purpose,  besides  a  valuable  collection  of 
paintings.  The  Picture  Gallery  contains  above  300  paintings,  and 
specimens  of  the  following  artists'  works  are  on  the  walls : — John 
Philip,  R.A.,  Sam  Bough,  James  Drummond,  R.S.A.,  Sir  George 
Harvey,  Maris,  Cox,  Harding,  &c,  &c.  In  the  Museum  are  the  follow- 
ing antiquarian  curiosities,  viz. : — The  Stirling  Pint  Jug,  of  date  1438. 
The  standard  measure  is  an  interesting  relic,  of  the  reign  of  David  I., 
and  has  had  an  eventful  history.  Chair  of  Rev.  James  Guthrie,  the 
Martyr;  the  original  oak  carvings,  the  Stirling  Heads,  from  the  Palace 


The  Smith  Institute,  Albert  Place. 


of  Stirling  Castle;  portrait  of  the  Rev.  James  Guthrie,  books  on 
theology,  &c,  which  formed  his  library;  three  spear  heads  found  on 
the  top  of  the  Abbey  Craig ;  the  Jagg  or  Jougs,  formerly  attached  to 
the  old  Market  Cross  of  Stirling ;  calthrop,  horse  shoes,  &c,  from  Milton 
Bog,  Bannockburn  ;  querns  or  handmills — two  flat  stones  used  by  the 
hand — for  grinding  corn ;  a  collection  of  coins,  reigns  of  Edward  I., 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  James  I.  of  Scotland,  &c,  &c. ;  a  collection  of 
minerals  of  the  district ;  celt  or  stone  hatchet,  found  ten  feet  under  the 
surface  of  Blair  Drummond  Moss,  and  many  other  interesting  anti- 
quarian curiosities. 
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The  Stirling  Arms. 


Ancient  Seal  of  the  Burgh  of  Stirling. 
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R.    S.    SHEARER    &    SON, 

booksellers,     Stationers,     and    printers, 

THE  LIBRARY  (in  connection  with  Mudie's), 
6   King    Street,   STIRLING. 

PHOTOGRAPHS. 

MAPS    AND    GUIDE    BOOKS. 

ARTISTS'    MATERIALS. 


S  TATI  ©  N  E  R  Y. 

MENU,  BALL,  AND  INVITATION   CARDS. 

WRITING  CASES,  PURSES,  SCRAP  ALBUMS,  &c,  &c. 


(Hermit   anil  €{oP{?   S^equi^itedi. 
APPOINTED    ORDNANCE    SURVEY   AGENTS,    1865. 


SCOTLAND  IN  THE  OLDEN  TIME. 

FACSIMILE   REPRODUCTION   OP   RARE   AND 

CURIOUS   MAPS, 

From  BLAEU'S  ATLAS,  published  1654. 

No.  1.— STERLIN8HYR.  No.  2.— THE  LENNOX. 
„    3.— MIDLAND  SCOTd.        „    4.— ABERDENE  and  BANF. 
„    5.— FYFE.  „    6.— LOTHIAN  (Edinburgh). 

„    7.— CLYDSDALE.  „    8.— RENFREW. 

Each  Map,  size  23  *  19£,  4s.  each.    On  Cloth,  in 
Book  Form,  6s.  6d.,  post  free. 

"It  would  not  be  easy  to  exaggerate  the  value  of  these  maps." — 
Scotsman. 

"These  maps  are  a  history  in  themselves." — Dundee  Courier. 

"We  find  indicated  all  the  castles,  country  houses,  roads,  rivers,  &c,  &c." 
— Glasgow  Herald. 

"The  antiquarian  will  prize  these  maps,  which  deserve  reproduction." 
— Glasgow  Citizen. 

"They  contain  much  information  which  cannot  be  found  elsewhere." 
— Northern  Advertiser. 

R.     S.    SHEARER    &    SON,    STIRLING, 

And  all  Booksellers. 


KEY   AMD   PROSPECTUS  SENT  OH    APPLICATION. 
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Wallace  MbNUMENT 

SOUVENIR  OP   THE!   NATIONAL  WALLAC1 
MONUMENT. 

Lives  of  Scottish  Heroes,  Illustrations  of  the  Busts  in  Hall  of  Hen 
Wallace  Statue,  Plan  of  Hills,  &c.     By  post,  3d.  ;  in  cloth,  8d 
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RARV.  university  of  guelpi 
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